CHAPTER XIII.
I left Albany for Washington as completely broken down a poli-tician as my bitterest enemies could desire. On board of the small steamer that took us to the larger one that waited for her passengers below the overslaugh it was my luck to meet Mrs. Clinton (the Gov-ernor's wife) and her brother James Jones. The latter said to me whilst we were ° seated at the breakfast table, " Now is the time admirably fitted for a settlement of all difficulties between Mr. Clin-ton and yourself." I thanked him for his friendly suggestion—the sincerity of which I did not in the least doubt—but replied that my fortunes were at too low an ebb to be made the subject of a compro-mise, and that when they improved a little I would remember his generous offer.
I stopped at New York only long enough, to pay the bets I had lost on the State election and then went on for the first time without Mr. King. I was dissatisfied with his course in the election, with which I had 110 right to meddle; but, as I was not in a mood to form a very correct estimate of my rights in that regard, I indulged my feelings. 1 found at New York the good old Patroon Van Eenssalaer, who with the Dutch pertinacity and fidelity saw in my distressed political fortunes a reason for sticking to me and insisted on our journeying together. At Philadelphia we were overtaken by Mr. King who said, in his peculiar way, that he had been enquired of by his servant William "why it was that Mr. Van Buren had for the first time passed on. without calling," and that the only answer he could make to William's natural question was that he knew of no reason and did not believe that a good one existed. I muttered some civil explana-tion that explained nothing and when we reached Washington Messrs. Van Eensselaer, McLane, Cuthbert1 and myself took a furnished house and Mr. King joined a mess at the Hotel; our accustomed social relations were, however, in most other respects, maintained.
The Presidential canvass in the House of Representatives soon commenced and was carried on to its close with intense feeling and interest. I obtained a meeting of the friends of Crawford in the New York delegation and proposed to them in a few remarks that we should abstain to the end from taking a part in favor of either of the three gentlemen returned to the House—Jackson, Adams or
0	MS. II, p. 10.
1	Stephen   Van   Rensselaer   of   New   York,   Louis   McDane   of   Maryland,   mid   Alfred
Cuthbert of Georgia.
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